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Dear Dr.  Thomasl

I  have heard that development in the Eeaumaris area might event-
ual ly lead to cov:ging or otheruise rendsr ing inaccessible J*po=u"""
of  fossi l i ferous TErt iary rocks near and alor iq the shore there.  As anon-Austral ian,  of  course I  would not venture to judge Austral ians I
management of  their  otun resources. Yet i t  occurs to me that the very
fact  that  I  am far removed from the scene and yet concerned ul i th i t
may give my opinion some interest  there.

The Beaumaris exposures are very widely known, indeed throughout
the wor l .d,  among geologists and palelntologi .sts.  ih"y are a standard
for one oF the general ly aicepted and used formal stages of  Austral ian
geological  h istory.  Their  fossi l  fauna, not yet  compietely col lected
and studiedr is also a standard for a phase oi  geochronorogy. Just
one example of  their  val .ue,  unique in many ways, is the racl  tnat  t r ,e
Beaumaris exPosures Form one of  the very i "*  tno*n s i tes for  fossi l
penguins in Austral ia l  and the l ichest yet  found. \ . -

5t i11 more important is the fact  that  Beaumaris is at  present the
only s i te in Austral ia,  and one of  the relat ively f lew anywhere in the'wor ldr  where terrestr ia l  fossi l  mammals occut in associal ion wi th
abundant marine invertebrates.  Because of  the extraordinary nature of
Austral ian mammals,  fossi l  and recent,  dat ing or intercont inental
correlat ion of  nonmarina Tert iary rocl<s there is except ional ly di f f i -
cul t .  The unique associat ion at  Beaumaris provides the best correlat ion
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yet known. Further discovery there j .s oxtremery important to alr
p:"1:gi" . tu l  u ld of  course that depends on cont inued accessibir i ty
9I  the exposures.

The scieni i f ic  value of  thot  area at  Beaumaris is very great.
I  am sure that th is is appreciated by many Austral ians and'ar i
conf ident that  i t  wi lL be tal<en into account in planning ror tne
future there.

Sincerely,
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George Gaylord Simpson,

Alexander Agassiz professor of  Vertebrate
Paleontology, Harvard Universi ty,  and
Professor of  Geology, Universi ty of  Ar izona
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