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Introduction

The name ‘Sandringham flora’ has long been used for the native
vegetation of Sandringham’s bushlands. Occasionally the terms
‘Cheltenham’, ‘Brighton’ and ‘Beaumaris flora’ can be found, referring
to the same vegetation type.

The term was first used by naturalists around the turn of the century
to describe the vegetation of the sand-belt country lying between
Sandringham and Mordialloc and extending back from the sea a
varying distance, as far as the neighbourhoods of Oakleigh and
Springvale'. The original extent of this native vegetation was from what
is now Port Melbourne to Cranbourne — interrupted only by the
Seaford/Carrum swamps.

In 1911 a thorough census of the Sandringham flora was made by
Dr C S Sutton, a keen member of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria.
A revised version of this original listing by Dr. J H Willis in 1979
provides a species list for the Sandringham municipality (see the San-
dringham Environment Series 3 — List of Local Native Plants 1979).

Willis lists 448 species following Sutton’s four vegetation zones —
beach, cliff-face and cliff-top, dry ground, and in-water or on wet land.

Since 1911, some 260 species have disappeared from the Sandring-
ham area and of those species remaining a number are considered
rare on the Metropolitan scale.

This booklet looks back at the ‘Sandringham flora’ so admired by
botanists and early settlers, the changes it has undergone, the remnants
still surviving more than 140 years after the first settlement encroached
in 1844, and how we need to manage the flora to ensure its continued
survival,

Other bookKlets in the Environment Series about the local flora are:
No. 3 — ‘List of Local Native Plants’ by Dr J H Willis (1979) and
No. 4 — ‘Signature Plants’ by P S Bachelor (1981). Used as a set these
booklets provide a valuable resource for local residents, conservation
volunteers, teachers and students.

(1) SUTTON, C S 'Notes on the Sandringham Flora' Vic Nat Vol. 28, No 1., May 1911.



