1950s flyer from
Beaumaris Tree
Preservation Society.
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Conservation pioneers
in Beaumaris

Dr Valerie Tarrant has been active for many years in the protection of
Beaumaris’s original vegetation. Her PhD explored the history of the
indigenous plants movement in Victoria.

generation of newcomers to Beaumaris
developed a conservation ethos and prac-
tice is an important part of Melbourne’s history. It
is of particular interest to VNPA members, who
may have contributed to its making or walked in
the area’s bushlands, or may be looking for new
places to explore.
Lying along the eastern shores of Port Phillip
Bay, Beaumaris was sparsely settled until after

T HE STORY OF HOW a post World War 11
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World War II. And while parts of the landscape
have changed, and are changing, with the intro-
duction of new styles of housing and gardens,
tracts of the distinctive original bushland, and
many tree-filled gardens, fortunately remain
today.

The story of how this came about gives valu-
able insights into how a community organisation
used its skills to conserve an area its members
loved. Members also made efforts to ensure the
long-term survival of valuable heath, woodland
and foreshore vegetation. This is particularly rel-
evant as tracts of bushland become increasingly
precious with the continuing expansion of subur-
ban Melbourne.

From the early 1950s an energetic group of
citizens developed innovative ways of maintain-
ing the natural heritage of their developing
suburb. The Beaumaris Tree Preservation Society
was founded in 1953 and soon adopted the
arresting slogan “To chop is to cheapen: bury
your axe!’

Members of the Beaumaris Conservation
Society, which succeeded the Tree Preservation
Society in 1970, continue to strive to follow that
advice. But these attitudes and decisions were
unusual in the 1950s and 60s, and it is worth
searching for the factors that caused people to go
against the common practices of the time, gain-
ing for Beaumaris a reputation as a leafy
bushland suburb.

The area retained wide expanses of heath-
land, with patches of trees including eucalypts
and wattles, and after the wildfire of 1944 tracts
of regenerating Coast Tea-tree. Many of the new
post-war residents decided to build homes
among the trees rather than clear their blocks
and then build. The well-known architect Robin
Boyd wrote of the resulting uniqueness of
Beaumaris, commenting on the appropriateness
of contemporary design in this suburb.

Bea Hosking, a founding member of the Tree
Preservation Society, was one resident who had
loved wildflowers since childhood and therefore
wanted to conserve them in her home area. She
and other members of the Society developed the
practice of visiting new home builders and
encouraging them to look after the flora on their
land.

The committee publicised their message,
printing booklets to introduce readers from both



